Another volume in the current spate of publications on methods for detection of environmental carcinogens by short-term tests, this one purportedly concentrating on microbiological methods and their newer developments and refinements.
Of the 10 chapters in the book however, only 6 deal exclusively with microbiological systems, the remaining 4 being devoted to a discussion of reactions of carcinogens with DNA, inevitably included in such volumes, and the role of intestinal microflora and dietary fats in carcinogenesis. The use of short-term tests other than microbial ones is also commented on briefly in one of the chapters. The book includes an index (subject and author) and a glossary, but the latter contains numerous inaccuracies (e.g. definitions of non-disjunction, HGPRT and epigenetic). To the non-specialist the book may represent a useful overview, but for the specialist in the field there is little information in this volume which is not readily available in other similar books published previously.
M This is a nicely produced book, the chapters being well written with an absence of repetition. With one exception the photographs are of good quality, but there is the occasional spelling error. The lack of an index is offset by each chapter being subdivided into a number of headed sections. Of particular value is the inclusion of a precis of the discussions that followed each group of papers. It is unfortunate that a lengthy delay occurred before these proceedings appeared in print (there are few references for 1978). Predictably this has affected the chapters concerned with normal tissue function.
Minor criticisms include the failure to define "preleukoplakia" and "stem" cells. The latter term is used to indicate different concepts by 3 contributors. It is likelv that the reader will disagree wth some of the statements in the discussion sections as well as in individual chapters. For example, in the final sentence of the book, one of the participants advocates the taking of random biopsies of the floor of the mouth (a common site for oral carcinoma) in high-risk patients (elderly males who smoke heavily and drink alcohol) even in the absence of a clinically detectable lesion. This is unacceptable and underlines the need for such a symposium. The editors are to be congratulated for the amount of work they have put into producing this very readable and commendable book.
W. HUME Neoplastic and Normal Cells in Culture J. M. VASILIEV & I. M. GELFAND (1980) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 372 pp. £36.00 net.
In spite of a rather unassuming title this book explores a wide range of properties of tumour cells in vitro related to their escape from normal regulation of growth and motility. Much of the material is now well established tissue-culture lore, but nevertheless it is valuable to have it collected together with a very useful bibliography, and the many still unanswered questions revealed.
